
Voluntary 
organisations and 

trusts

CICs by 
guarantee

CICs by shares
4

Businesses with 
social and/or 

environmental 
remit

Charitable approach
Employing staff

Core costs grants
Some income generation

Business approach
Employing staff

Trading to be financially 
self sufficient

20,000 approx 24,000 approx 4,800 approx 400 approx

Non-Profit Distributing - Asset Locked

Third Sector

Profit Distributing

Private Sector

Mission Locked

Unincorporated 
Organisations

1 2 3 5 6

Socially 
Responsible 

Business

Mainstream 
Business & CSR

Social EnterpriseCharities

Profit Maximising

1) 1,500 are trading in some capacity - accounting for 30% of social enterprises (SEs) in Scotland.
2) There are 24,000 charities in Scotland. 67% of SEs are registered charities (approx 3,400 orgs). 
3) Other SE structures include Housing Assocs. (160); Credit Unions (107); Community Businesses; and Community Co-Ops.
4) There were 407 Scottish CICs (270 CICs by Guarantee/137 CICs by Shares). 5% & 3% respectively of Scottish SEs. 
     Some CICs by Shares have a charity as the shareholders – others have adopted an ‘asset lock’ in their articles – whilst others are made up of 
     private individuals. The first two models are social enterprises.
5) Scottish SRB numbers are unknown. They include mission-locked; B.Corps; Employee Owned Co-Ops; CICs by Shares.
6) CSR is mainly undertaken by large corporate structures as a way of ameliorating the social, economic & environmental impact of the business.

 											                                                             (Sources: SE Census 2015; SCVO; OSCR)


